G

454
CORVETTE
ROAD TEST

IN THE WORLD!

WE REALLY DIG THIS CAR, BUT
THEN HOW COULD YOU HELP BUT
LIKE THE BEST SPORTS COUPE

“The 432 Corvette iz probably the
bt sporis coupa in Lhe world,™ and
You can quats os on that, Undoubt-
edly many of vou will diszares wilh
such @ sweeping statement, bt read

Lthis introfnciory issus of SUPER
CHEYY we decided Lo fest the
strongeat 73 Chevy availsble, After
ill, things have chanped 8 1ot in the
bast few vears and wea wanfed (o 2ive
our new readers some idea wherne
Chevenlet stands in terms of perform-
ance. From all that we oo, the new
Carvarle will tha LY-4 varsion ol the
434 . hig-blogk #ngine szemed the
best chodes. We were also interested in
the new hydrelic camswarsinn of the
LI28 Camaro but felt the Corverta
wionld hewe aosliphl adge in perform-
ange: [f you're interssted in the new
Z28, look Tor our next lsus which
will have i complete g=s1, hut on with
the business ar hand.

We don't often have the chanee o
Buzz around Lown b such fina style,
sowe weare undesstindably excited
when our steek pold-colored test car
was Tinally delivarsd, We have driven
Corvetees befors, tof ench tme we
slide beleind the whoel of & Stingray

Qﬁ umique s=nsation. This Brings us

o and alve us a chance lo expliin, For

Lap-Lhe Lirst reason we pick the
Corwvette as our all-time favanie. The
Corvette le anexeiting automebile that
b demipned to be driven, 1 litarally
reguires a driver to get invalved with
Inla driving.

Parsonally we enjoy the tims we
spend bohind the wheel and pechaps
this is the reason we have always
owned gerformmance cars. IE seens o
s Lhal many reodern cirs are designeadd
o [l the driver into forpetting what
he iz doing Super 5071 sUspenEions,
climate-controlled femperature son-
piensalors, awiomzlic rnsmissions,
massive soundprooding and power-
cyeryihing lave been developed on Ll

“Each lime we slide behind the
wheel of a Stingray il’s 2 unique
sensation!””

modern sedans toisolzie the driver
Iroin the rond and, in a-sense, prevent
him from sxpericneing the “oaly™
sensation of diiving, Many experts cite
inziteniion to driving as the major
cause of higlyway fulalities ancd with all
1his effore pur forth to distract the
AVErELE d.ri'-*-:r, il's o wiomisr that thers
aren’t more accidents.
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Draving 1he Corvelle is diflerent, As
soom a5 voil grab the wheel and lock
Al over Lhe hodd you Enow Lhe car
demands involvement. Actually the
Experieded eeins as vou gl anio the
car. It reguirss some practice tosiide
smaothiy oo the seet, bul when you
locate the seal 1o reach the pedals
comfertakly and adjust the steering
wheel for a colvaniedt afm posilinn,
the car feels very natural. You are
awalbs that the car is low when woeu pel
in but locking cut at the peculiar
fairder bumps on each gide of the
fumpy hood adds b thedllusion that

wol &2rg reatly close to the prouned.
Adter seliling down you check he
interior quickly to find owt where
cvarything'is located. The large
tachomeier and speedomei=r e
direcily to the front on either side of
chesteerng cofumb; winch & whers
woe Teel thay helang o be eiasily ssen,
The 1250 of the =ngins gauges (thank
pocdness there are no warindog lEphts)
are direcily above the mdio fo the
right. They can be guickly scanned to
check that all is ‘unctioping properiy.
The ahift lever E2lie o hand: casily, but
real parists may nbhject thot it is too

lar from the wheel,

We poked around the interior to see
whal we conld fnd of itterest and
wers happy to ==2 that everycthing fits
fagether vary well, The gquality of trim
is excsilent znd the styling i5 pleasing.
I Lk car wers owrs we would sealipn a
few of the pieces and check all the
fasteners oo make certain all was held
in place Liehthy, et then we would do
this on any a1 we ownad merely
Because we Ee [o make carlain every-
thing is snug.

During aur e xarminzlion ol Ue
interior we were delighted o find a
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The front sports a A impact bumper,

@ CORVETTE ROAD TEST

Lockatle glove comperiment under Lhe
deck behind the seais, Fusther seareh-
ing toeped we chres comparlmetos
Dalow the storage arcs. Ome holds the
battery, nn=is 2 plove box, and the
third is also g simall storeges arca with 2
removabla botiom which covers the
fack and tire iton. Thess boxes, thouwgh
nob vary large, provids aonice plaos 0o
stor= znd secure valpable objects sich
as'a camera or purse, This deck al=o
has budli-b: straps to s=cuare tha
removeabie lop hatehes when they ars
not being weed to hold out the
weatliar, Vanyl pouches ace also

“When vou first turn the key,
the big 434 rumbles to life
with a plessant well-muiffled
tone of awthority!™

provided o coves the hatches when
thay wre storcd. These will prevent
them from heing scratched ducing
storage and will alsn keep the deck
nrez clean, o pice toueh.

The f=ature wea likad Hest is (O
excallent szar and shouldear safely bell
arrangemant, &3 the sort of thing we
always potice since we hive gollesn
imtn the habit of wearing seat belts. It
s an casy habic to aoquire and a
h=nlthy ome, bul when we fizst get inte
an unfamilizr car we Frequently havs
b serammble around to find the belis
which are often fucked eader the sears
o7 harging lensaly from the toof way
Back in the rear comer of the car, 11 i3
small wone=r thal so few peopls wear
seal kelts slnes they are not oft=n
decigned to provide quick and easy

Q‘n{uny carg have improved s=at helt

arranzements, but few agunl the
Corvaile for convenienes. The lap
belts are retained on o spring-loadad
rael next to che seat 2nd can be pulled
aerass the lop to pleg inlooa ||.".'I!I.'d.';.'
recapiacle along the ceater comsels,
Mo adjustmens is neceisary 45 8
ratcheting rsechanisng taxes wp the
glack and ther locks the B2kt in placa
wihend i3 dghe. Sines the Coovetis
s=ats are progerly contoured Lhe fap
balt holds wou ficmly o the car. Bug if
the sots ware Aol = well constructed
we wonld rather ses 2. halg that could
be pulled tight across the lap.

The shaulder belt t5 anchored o
the wpper owtzids s=at back by an
inertin real and it &5 a bezuty, [t can be
pulled down across the chest and
spopred inlo place o the center
anchor where it allows the driver or
rassenger o l2an forward (88 wow must
inadjusting the radio) and move
arcand without restriclion, Hnwu-rer,
il ke car should be involved ina
forward impost the reeil will lnck-up
and haold tghtly as exozes pressure is
appli=d to the helt by tha driver ax b
is hurled forward toward the wheel.

“Even with the vnusually high

Huropeait cars incorporate fucn signal,
npper and Tower beanvswilah and
windshield wipsr controls into one
singiz stalk focated wlicke the tem
signal lever s normally positioned,
Tleis alleows the driver of manual shifl
cars to kasp both fect on the contesl
pedals (where they balong) while the
high beam or windshizld wipsr control
can be operated sasily by the teft hand
Jusl us sty as a furn sipnal is peed,
We rezilyr anjoy wsing this fealure
when 1he roed 15 winding or cowiisd,
You don’t have to keep stabbing
apannd with vour left fool to conleol
the high beams (thouph we must admi
the Corvetts dimmer is mucl aasier 1o
locate than most) o take vour hand
off the wheel to find the windshicld
wipes control if the weather iz a little
nastyv. By kesping the deiver's hands
an the wleel and his feet onfnzar tha
pedals such atrangemenis neake it
mich exsier for the driver to kzep his
attention riversd to the road abezad.
whith again, s where his attentinn
should be concentratad.

From the loregoing tirade o may
el the jmpression that we really put
this zxc Lthrouph the paces oul on Lhe
cpenToad, We did and we Lloved'iL,

number of Corvettes In California wien you first turn the key, the bip

the new Stingray still elicits a
loot of attention!™

When the reel locks, the driver s safely
restrained from bmpact. This sord of
belt arrangsment is widoubiedly the
masigsl we hawe sver us2d, There is o
reazon why wny drlver shonld nod s
halis when they are this convenicnt.

We do have one very mines but
significant complaint ahouwt the 2yout
of the driving vonrzol. Mozt of the

434 rambles o life with a pleasani
well-mufiled tone of suthordty. Asyou
hlip the throtile the unmistakable big
lack torgque tweaks the chassis
srmartly to the right. We had opted faor
the 3-specd automatic ransimsEslon
(Turha Hydea-Matic 400 szrizs) along
will: the standard 3.08:1 rear end
ratin, though an cpticnal 3.56G:] g2a1
fuavailable. After ihe motor had
wormed 2 hitand the oil pressurs
sleadied out at 43 [h, we dropped the
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Stagl-belted radial tires aré now standard.

shiftl lever into dove and let it MDFA

The LE=1 is choked down a [ L axarne
[z *T3 and the maximam clzimed
horsepower of 275 (net) is rzcorded at
4400 Tpm . a% compared o the alk-timme
high of 223 bhp at 5600 fpm claimed

“The Corvette literally requires
a driver to get involved!™

for the fasled aluminum head LS-5%in
14971, However, comparing the torgus
spec of 395 b/ fr. (nethal 2800 for
the L8 wilh the 390 £t 1k, 2t 3600
rpm registered by the LS-6 wonld
sem Do indicate that Lidsds still a
Fairly healthy engine. As moch ag wa
woitld Jike o believe this sngine is
almenst a2 strong ws (e altizsimo L-6,
we have 2 lealing the fipurss for (e
LS-& were very consacvative, But don’t
get s wrong, this s definitely 2 goad
FUNITCE.

At Firsl we wers imprassed wilh the
smooth ond efloriless enpine, T felt
just fine 2z oraissd arownd fown,
cven when axlra horeepowsr is drained
by the air conditioner, At Lijection
Resicticn embssion system punig and
power stesring assembly. Naturally,
the top of e cngine leoks ke 2
bareel of snakes with all the smaog and
wvarinms conlfal hosss TuRning 2Lross
tl manifold, Tolind out what was
umales Lhis mess we checked oot the
L34 in the Chavy meouwal. For *73 the
fuel metering is handled by the relighls
BEochester Quadez-jot Raving 1.38-inch
prictaries and 2,25 4nch szeondaries
which is fed cold air through the rear-
lacing Aood scoop, The engine lowsr
=nd fenfures standand two-hall bearing

caps which surround a forged aterl
{fourspoeds) or a nodelar fboi

L L

Some will consider the LS-4 engine mundane but it will equal mast drivar damands.

-
i} e

The Corvette “invelvement” beging hera.
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(zutomatic transntisslon) crankshaf.
Drop forged simel connecling rods join
the crank to flat kead st aluminim
alloy pistong wihich give an B.25:1
compression mtin, Piiton ginps consist
af a Siad-inch wide graphite im-
preemeled, cast iron alloy, barrel face
UBLET cOMPTESSION rifg: d Gast rin
alloy, nslde bevel: fapsr fage
SiGd-imch Tower camgreasion ring and
4 thres-piece oil sing witly chrome
plated steel npper 2nd lower sails held
in place by a stainlzss steel expander,
The piston is kaarad an the amall snd
ol the rod with a presssd-in chrottinn
stecl pin.

The ezimshaft acts through
hydraulic Lifters and 1 Jo:brocksrs on
a1, 2 nch diameser sxhausd valvoand
2.063-inch dizmeter intakes. The
valves reach a totaliof 440 inches of
lifs with 346 degrees of daration (55
deprees—11 1 degrees) cut the intake
lotss and 348 doprecs of dutation
{10% deprees— 6.3 degraes) on Lhe
exhaust, Tlee springs heve inside
dampers and give Td-86 b, prossine at
B8 imcles valve-closed and 2EE-312
b, pressuars at 138 Lrches heipht with
Live valve cpen.

The mitial advanos: is [0 degrees
BTERC ar 900 rpm and Lhe vacoum
distritrutar glves 20 depgrees ndvanes
witlle the centrifugal weights sonog in
18 degreca {26 degrees total al e

crank) by 4200 rpm, The exhanst is
carmied oul Liroueh sast fon headers
and dual reverse flow mufflers anl
Zrrinclt exhaust plpes.

After a faw minutes driving around
town e headeed Toe the frecwsay and
pul oue oot inte i on the way up the
cr-ramp. Thouweh all-oul ades sration
was noit blinding, the Li- pulls ths
car up very guickly. We blendad
incons picuously (we hop=dlinto
tr2flic and hexded castward toword
[rwindale mceway for quarter mile
times. With the windows up-and avary-
thing =ealed thare s mors wind nnise
than we praler Bl it really jan’
annoving. As we swoang areund = tight
Lransdtion ramp from one freeway Lo
another we discoverad the only rezl
flaw we were abl= fo Find with the
Corvacte. Thongh i is & pereomil
opinicn, we feel ths power stesdng hos
a disconcerting Cproeressive’’ response.
Az o move the wheel, the steering
seemis to get “laster'” as tle driver
comtlinues throuph B turn. We ¢on-
stantly found oursslves d.i'.'ll]g to the
trslde of 2 gurve g5 the steering seemed
to overteacl o owr contrel. Thisisa
peraonal criticism end may have been
lexs helhersome if we had driven the
cer for 2 lomger periad; Lt any evend, it
wis ool a serious flaw and one we e
cerrain most potential buyars will
probably never noties.

The singls lower A-urm froat
sUSETREiGH fenins unchangsd from

Tast venr andd roll genirel is provided
byea 3 /4-tnck front stabilizer. The
independent rear suspension olilizes
Lorgue wonirel arms and a 0.56-inch
steel link stakilizer fo bold tle arheels
to the ground. The multi-leafl trans
vesse leal spring 18 individually
computer-selected by dee and rate for
cach car acconding to the vehicle
veright Cincluding all opticaal cquip-
ment). The 4-wheel dise brakes are, of
couse, unegualed for stopping powers
evan with Che hesy moter up front.
The standord tires are GRTO by [5
stezl belred radials mounted on sle=l
sims and they do an sxeeli=nt joh of
halding Lhe czpnize and tight on hard
COTTLETS,

Even with the wnusuzlly high
aumnber ol Cosvatles it the Soathern
California ares we noticl an ouor Lig
fon Irwindale that the 773 Stingray still
elicite o lat of ndiniring gledces. The
mast notabls stvling change on the
latest model 15 the frent bumper. The
new nos job incorporates o wrethans
pod Tormmed over a lbeavy paugs stecl
filler which bland:s smoathiy back inlo
the long stoping locd . These bumpers
meet the Y5 mph federal impact
standards and will restors themsslwes
to the origingl shaps with na sien of
damaze after & minor collision. The
cntize bumper is pointetd 1o maich the
lncnuer colors af the body and niilizes
a0 enerpy absorbing device Lo cushion
forward impacis. [t Is definitely ome ol

Styling changzs are simple but effective.
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Locking storage and bartery

compartments have beed added,

Where else can you get two roof
hatch bagsy

the best looking salutions 1o the
impact problem.

The front fenders are restylsd wich
molded Ychute-type”™ sideair vants
teplacing the ald inssres. We are nal
sty ling axpacts, But to our cye thisis &
definite improvement and bighliglis
the averall siviing which we considar
L e the best of any Stingray vet
produced, Though the rearand styling
remains unchangsd (it do=sn’l nead Lo
B chanaed ) the rear window is no
longes ereovable. We also found 2
little map-rading liehl fastensd up
Ezhind the rTearview mirror which we
really liked. It ks focuzed to shine
siTaight down for w2l night withowe
disturbing the driver’s vision, & nice
feature,

When we finaily arrived at the slrip
vz lal lhe eagine cool down' a bit sven
though the fempeTiiine gauge wavar
indicated above 200 degreas (normal
aperting lemperature) and finizshed
ug the test with & few guarier mile

“1t is reliable. extremealy comfort-
ahle, casy to drive  and very
attractive!™

timad rung, The cir lawnchas slowly
because of the relaiively small tires
arid the gohs of kew end Largque
produced by the cogine, and o lighi
fonl was needed bt we finally
gaueezed a best slip of [ 3,91/%6 [rom
the o, Undoubiedly an cxport drag-
sirip hoitshot cnuld do 2 lifile betler
bur we let it po at that, After ali, w=
enjoved driving the cecaround town
too much o spend all our time ol the
dragsitie.

Wea weoars ranlly saddenad when it
came time to turn the keys back awver
tn aus [riandly Cheveolet PR contaes
bue all good things must come boan
enil, Reflecting back we considersd ali
wi have sver hzard | rencd and expari-
enccd with Corveties. For our monzy
it olfers ovleh more than st parform-
ance, Though ool a cumbling monster,
it performs wilh (e best avallable
taday, bat miore Deportarily @it i
relichle, exiremely coryortgbl, sosy
1o arive, and vecy attroerive, Beat of
all, pares and raintenanes are reodily
availnbl= pnil reasonahly peiced 28
compared to the many sxotic high-
dnllar sparks iosparts. Though not the
cheapsst car fo insure and gas mileape
is lowise than averags, itisan
incrediple buy for the 55634 50 bass
price [plus 5250 for the L5-4 oplion ]
Civen the chojce ol any casdn the
worhl we would wndonbtedly chonss
to onan 8 mew 454 Corvelis, mavhea
silver ong with black interior, AMFM
radic, o stereo lape deck anpd _ . .

i
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