CORVETTE L82 COUPE

Detail changes for 1973 produce mixed resulls

TGOTOS O XIE BLET

TRADITIONAL VIRTUES Have @ way of fading into

the background. In every feld there is & conslanl

Aow of new and exciting things, idsas, lechnigues,

atractingg our interest and deeer Ling our atiention,

We tendd 1o think in terms of the new way, the

fashionabls way, 2nd nol w wender i the new way is r-cull}
the hetter way.

The Corvette has been with vs now for 20 years. In 1973

as in 1933, it%s o true sports car These davs ifs & litile soller
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and o litle moge raw than most sporls cars sl the saowe fme.
The Corvette has always been bigger than it needs 1o be, and
this wear it has grown externally once again with no gain in
peeful inside space or access, There §s no more racing, not even
onder the various guises of the past. The ulira-performance
engines are gone. Most important, the T3 Corvelle s not e
exsiling new Corvetie, not the mid-engine car promised 1 us
(and f;:-g. us to wou} For this veae. That is still most definitely
o the way, howsver, We don’t prewend w0 understand the
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corporate policics and politcs involved In its delay, bul eizhi
neay whily other manefzeress of sl SpOrts Cars furn more
and more o the mid-engine layout, we tin say in good faith
that the present Corverte—the froml-eagine, rear-drive, fiber-
slass-bedy car—will be with us for two mere years at least.

But dunt despair, The 1973 hasa't grown much T the
1972, 115 nese hns heen extended to noeommuodare a deformaile
povering for a sterdier humper that gets displaced rearward
in a 3-mph impect with o barrier, but thar adds only 2.2 m.
s total lengih—not much for a bumper these days. The test
Corvette wis only 33 1k heavier than & comparabie %70 moedel
with the same eguipment {air conditioning, power-assisted
geering, etc). s big ond heavy, yes, but not much higger and
heavier than belore.

The major chitnge in 1973 was in the tires, For several years
Corvelles came with Corvette-only tizes, bult 10 spetificalions
drawn up by Corvente cngineers. They were of conventionnl
hiws construction st first, then bias-belied when the other sporis
cars had changed over toradials,

In 1973 the Corverte finally pot radial tires, made by cither
IZ,'.-::a_:d.J-l_‘-a.r or Firestone, Cher 251 car had the Frrestones. The
chinge was nol altogether desired by the Corvette people, bul
tiremukers showed 2 lack of interest in contmwing 0 build o
snecialized fire For the Corvenle and there wes no problem
getting sieel-belt radials of the right stee. 5o it was done, with
some prins and some losses. Corngring power has been reduced,
braking distances have increased and the tire used now is rated
fior = lower cruising speed. down Irom 140w 120 mph, This
Last is nendemie Gor zll bor 2 handfol of buyers, of course, bue
bad for the imags, Tire life will be beter, the car is more
shishle a1 "E:‘:':'i' and wet-weather g?i]'.- % i|1||:||:-.':-'.'l:'|ﬂ. Cing conld
wish 1hat the radials wsed were the best prodde. like the Michelin
KW but Zom Atkus-Duntev says suech bigh-spesd radiels
are noisy (rrue) and moch mors expensive (2lso tue).

The b uyer s Assimed W|.||:i|:'|:|__'." o pay for fa ney whesls, I_huug'h.
and a new option was supposesd 1o have heen the nice se1 of al-
oy wheels wou sez here. Though our test car had them. sus-
tomers did not get them, howsver, They @re 1o be desired: they



redece wotal weizhis by 2 [b per wheel and 40 1k per s2i. The
war now has guard beams in the doors and added insulation
all over, along with the heavier bumpers, s w0 he surictly
wocurate Lthe car bas gaived 75 b and chese wheels allow i
o Joss <0,

[here are three choices of engine these days: the stansddird
18il-hp 330 V-5, the giant 432 V.8 with 273 bhp and more
weight, and the high-performance 350 with somewhat higher
compression ratio, different camshalt and 250 bhp. Our wes
cer had e later engine, matsd oo the close-ratin d-speed
manual transmissaon and the highest nwmerical final-drive ratio
in the catzlon, all the betsr for maximuom acoeleration,

This engine and transmission work well togeihsr, As the
measered dita show, the L2 (that's the option number for
the enging) makes the Corvelle competitively guick—not 50
guick as the former race-bosed versions bof more than quick
enough o be wp witls other high-priced sports and GT ears,
This engine can be bought with air conditioning, which 1he
ofd rocy engines could nol have, s the buyer beaciits here
as well. And this 1973 engine doss well in terms of drivability,
Mo stumbles, no surge, thanks largely woihe wse of 2o air pump
o control emissions instead of relying entirely on lean carbure-
ticn and retarded igoition.

The close pearng 5 cotirely suitable for this engine, with
an overagll ratio in 15t low enough Lo make camfonakle starns
fromm rest and infermedizte ratos that keep the engme close
10 peak power during acceleration. There's a chaice here. be-
cause the engine has a wide range of torque and will pull
stronzly from 1300 Lo 5600 rpim. You can leap from lst o
dth. zocm arcund town in 2nd oF 3d, potles along i ALl al
Tow speed, or whatever vou wish. And the gearshifl is uniguely
lisht for the size of the gears it shifts. So are zll the controls
light. adding up 1o a car that's gasy o drive guickly and
smathly,

But mot quietly; the Corvetle’s noise level i sl thar of 2
sports car, o be sure. The 1973 1es1 car was compared agiinst
2 horrowed 1871 LT-1 Corvette, lzst of the mechanical-tifter
cnoines and the line eguivalent of the cerrent LEL, The newer
car was acteally louder at idie, booming 73 dBA compined
t Bk and the 1973 peaked ar 2 thundercus 100 dBA in Ist
gair becavss of sirong induction and exhaws noise, Impressive,
yuu waderstand, but still lovwd—the 1571 car peaked al (anly?)
a4 (BpAY Al steady speeds, however, when noise Level is more
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critscal, the new car was quicter: 74 vs 76 dBA a1 30 mph
T3 ws T8 at 50 ancd FE vz 1 a1 Vi 15 Lhis aonel gain? I"J:rh'lpa
bul Chevrolet’s abjection o noisicr tires seems hollow in vies
of the enpine naojss.

The radial tires are infimately involved with the Corveize’s
ricke and handling, and curskidpad figures show that its absolets
corneting power his been redueed I.-:'t-_iu."\.'. above average. fods
Arkus-Duntoy cenficms this ond adds—with some regret—ihas
on his skidpad it bas dropped from 0.85g 1o just al:u:uua vt
QUT G I¢5.1$ shiwed. The car wenl arouwnd Ute circle withoo:
mach khady roll and cerpinly withoot drama, mildly undes-
stzerimg all the way, bul not very fast. This isn't 1o say thm
the car isn't satisfving 1o drive on a winding mead, however
and Duntov save his wet-povement lests showed marked im-
provemient. Our wei-weather driving indicnted this oo, And
ihe stzering 15 more cesponsive. The suspension has Been tuncd
10 the tires nnd the ride is now less harsh - wol |‘.'||.-:‘.'lu$|:| SLLETeE
sic feave]l yet, bt the effect is heller than ever helure,

Braking distances are also adversely affectsd; they have
increased Irom average 1o not-guitc-average. This is not good
foor a car with s0 much speed,

The Corvette interior has been chanaed very little. Some of
the holdovers are poar—the Lsgibier of I||-|‘: mp-.r -washer swaich
for instance, the limited nceess to the limiled lugpage space
and the evpreally dumsy GM buckle for the separate lap and
shoulder belis, The Aher-optics lght monilors are gone ool
much los) and it was nice, looking out acooss ihe hood, 1o
realize that the silly halch cowver fovr Lhe wi]'.-r.':.w i3 o

Cienerally, the driver is well accommodated. Most of the
contrals and swilches are within Caiy reach, theos are I'.""IC"I.I._'T']1
instruments and the tidy lttle vinyl-rim sleering whest doessa’
hleck view of them. S6ll no adjustment for the seatback. but
therss plenty of legroom and with the opuonal adjusiable
steering column the whesl can be moved up 2pcd down - and

back and forth. Having only owo seats allows the shoulder strap
{which is on am ineriin reeld 1o be theeaded lllrt1uq|l slot in
the seatback, just above the shoulder—a nice arrengement, In
all, the Corvelle & scasonably comfortabrle place 1o sit for
howars,

For all its nge, size and n’.'-i:-l'lll'l:i::-l'lli:‘ﬂ!:‘i. il the Cordetie 18
eqiupped with the right options it is o plensans and rewarding
et W deive, and this 1973 cxample was one of the best Corvettes
we've gver driven B3
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