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The Carvelle antered (te third deceds of
production in 1973 and, while Chevralst
dide’t bring out a apsciel model to cam-
memorate the occazion, T was & tims
when Corvaiia anthusiasts seamed mars
conscicus than ever about the car's past
end future. The reasoen wasn't merely a
mwatter of chronology. Rather it was
because the limes were changing. \What
hac once been acceptable in an automa-
kile's hehavior hed become unacceptahbls
and no longer was the cuatomer having
the fimel say aboul the way his or her car
lenked, ar the way it performed. The LLS,
govarnment, acling more like Blg Brothar
than Uncle Sam, had goiian inla that 2cl
in & big wiay,

The Corvetta had alrsady fell 1he sul-
ting edge of thiz new ere of not-so-cozy
corporate-govarnment relalicnships, In
1971 the arrival of GM chisf Ed Cole's
mandate fhal &0 GEenerzl Maotors' csre
would operate on ninaty-one celang fuel
had brought a lowering of comprassian
ratios of key GM perlormence engings—
including the Corvatie's, 1n 1972 the
C.orvette power plant selection had been
pared down 1a jusi three choices and,
whenword leaked out that {he LT engins
would nol be avallable in 1975, it esemed
E3 if the end of the road for the pertor-
mange Corvette had arrived.

Things would gel warse inm a literal
zanae before they would improve singes iU
hard 1o argue with stralghtline perior-
mence data. But the 1973 Corvette, if
apmewhet leas than the complste equal of
earlier Corvelies on thal basis, waes none-
theless am automokbile not to be ragarded
ssamerecaricature ol aonce greet spons
car. Many of the finest Amarican supr-
cars Tzl io that malady 28 the market for
cars with brute horsepower dricd ugpin the
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early seventias,

It wasn't just the insurance companies
and government ragulstions that brought
about thelr demize, however. |t wes, st
fedst in parl, the inabilily of supencar
manufacturers toleevewsll anough alons
that contributed to thelr downfall. Almost
without exception the supsrcars grew
larger and hesvier, end this In twrm meant
that sven more powardul engings word
requlred ta maintain the ezms leval of per-
formance the garlier models possesssd,
In the procsss the vary markst for which
the supercars were intandead was passed
by,
The Corestte’s avaluticn through diffi-
cull tirnes was far different. This business
of being America’s anly Sporls car wasn'!
gomsthing that could be easily compro-
rhised away. Either yol were or you wWer-
an't. It was as simple as that, Nobody whoe
played a role in the dezigning, building
and selling of & Carvelle could avoid com-
ing facsto facs with its heritage 2nd that's
whereil all came logsihes for the Corvette.
Sura, the days of the big block Corvetles
wers, by 12375 numbered. And no - one
could deny that, tor & ton &nd 2 half auto-
mobile stretching out =oma fiftlesn feet,
the Corvelte's interior accomodations
wers a bitcramped. The seventies weren'i
easy wears for any manufaciurer io bulld a
sparts car, butin spite of the timas avery
Convelte turnsed out by Chevrolst hes
baen {he Heal MoCoy.
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=t the lgas of the LT1 englne for the
1873 model year was not easily accepled
by many sports carfans. Forsxample, Cer
& Oriver (December-1972) repodted that
“with the passing of the LT1, it is reaason-
able to sey that The Corvette Englne na
fonoer exigls , " Car & Oriver was, 10 b
sure, on to something here, sinca 1973
was the first y=ar since 1955 that a sofid
lifter englne hed not bean avallakle in &
Carvetle,

However, g3 Al Emith seld back in the
bwentios, “Lels look at the record” befors
uniurling mourning drapes for the 1873
Comnette, The nelr epperent ta the LT1's
performance mantle was the L2 and in a
paint-by-point comparisan it hendly ceme
Awayalaser, TheLT1 held anarrow 266 1o
250 =dge in horzspower, but the L%
FrALIE UM outpl was altained Al a slighiky
mizra useiul 5200 rpm than the LT1's 5500
rpm. In the torgqus department, both
eagines peaked at 000 rpm, Bl ere he
La2 was the winner—285 to 280 ft1b. Both
analnes hed the same 8.001 comprassion
ratia, larged staal crankshall and 2,02
inch intake and 1.80inch axhaust valves.
Haowever the LA2 sported 8 Rochester £-
barral Quadra-jel carburetor in place of
thie LT1's Holley.

Bacauss of ihe many detail changes
mada in the Gorvette for 1973 it's not reslly
posslble o make a totzlly objective,
wheal-to-wheel comparsonaf 81872 LT1
to a 1873 LEZ. However, contemporeny
road test acceleration results sugoest that
in that categary” the bwo cars wara very
clozely metched. For example Maolor Trang
[Janwary 1973) contains a comparative
acceleratlon chart of these two cara which
shows the LT1 just nipping the L82 from
zero to 60 mph by 04 seconds. Howesver,
ihe LEZs 7.3 second time was hardly



lethargic 2nd it was achisved wilh a wide
ratio d-speed. The LT1 had besn equipped
with the closa=rafio, 2.20 low gearbox. In
the standing-stert guartsr-mile Bath cars
turned in identical 14.3 sscond’S2 mph
marks. Car & Driver [December 1972)
tested a close-ratio 4-s=peed L&Z and it
turred ina B.7 second, zero Lo S0 mah run.
Zero to 100 mph was an effortless 171
second sprint and the LEZ's standing-start
guarter-mile tims and speed was, &t 157
seconds and 95.4 mph, equally impres-
sive. Enough said aboul the supposadly
“oaper figer" queality of the LA2!

The 454 cid LS4 for 1973 was ectually a
mife siranger then ite 1972 counterpart.
Itz horsepower and forgue ratings were
275 hp at 4400 rpm &nd 385 b/t et 2600
rpm. By compearison; the okder LS4 was
rated at 270 hp at 4000 rpm and 220 Hh/ Tt at
3200 rpm. Perhaps e most newsworihy
feature of the TATS LSe was its compres-
sign ratio: it Broke with the industry's
trend by moving up & guarter point o
8.5, Eilher with the closa ratio d=speed or
Turoo-Hydramatic the LS4 could move
froem Zera 1o B0 mph in &4 seconds and
easily excedd 25 mph in a quarter mile.
Granted thie wasn't the best drag strip
parformance everfurnedin by a Gordetle,
but it was sufficiently quick to qualify as
rapid tranalt.

In parl, some of the cradit for 1he
Corvetta's confinwed vitallty wes due toits
new sfanderd carbureter-ain Induction
system which Chevrolet said was “de-
gigned 1o improve the operationzl effi-
cigney at maximum accaleration of &l
Corvette engines.” Thers wasn't anything
starflingly unigus in this setup bt it
workad exfremely well An infet grille in
the reized position of the hood near the
windshiald bese raninto a duciway on the
bottom sice ol e hood, which was directly
linked to the carburebor air ¢leansr. The
duct was equipped with a solanaid-oper-

ated door and whes the call came far
rapid acceleration, the door was openad
taits fullest. The result, asida fram & pratty
drematic change of momentum. was &
sound level thet-might have offendsd
quist zome types. bul brought smilas of
dedigght 1o anyone wita knew better.

An ares that recslved a good deal af
attertion for 1973 was the Convetie's rid-
ing and normal noise lavel, Ta achieve a
quigter passengercompaniment, far greal-
er use was made of sound-desdsning
material. Wirkually all interiae panel sur-
facas were spraved with an asphali sound

absarber and = new dash mat was in- |

stalled. Inadditian, thicker, 28 inch to 144
inch floor carpeting was wsed, along with
8 naw hiood blenkst In place of the older,
aolid rubber mounis used previausly, ihe
niew Comvetie bad, at all eight of its body-
frame festeners, two-picce rubbsr “bis-
cuits” with steel inserts. A5 & result,
reported Carand Oriver [December 1972)
the Cordette had “ihe smoothness and
gllence expecied—but frequently not
prasent—ina Grand Touring car.”
Agood dieal mose controversial, because
of its net impact upen [he Caorvette’s ulli-
mate cornering ebility, was the Switch to
radial tires and lhe accompanying
changes mads in the Corvelle's auapan-
gion: The previcusdy used FT0=158 nylon
wide oval tires were superasded by steel-
belled (3RTO-15 radials, Al the same time
the Carvelle's suspension was given
slightly stiffer rebound and another 172
inch af front and rear ride travel. Dnamall
block Coreelles the front stabilizer B
wag sllghtly larger while that uaed on the
454 engined models was a bit more lhex-
ible. The major positive results of these
changes weare batter traction on wet sur-
faces, improved braking performance
pnder edverse wealher conditions and &
ride with far [=2s negetive reactions o
road irregularities, Bul there’s elways a

prica to be paid; In this case a discernible
loas in maximum comering powar from
aporoximately 0,83 Glo 0.75 G,

These chanoes, plus the Corvelle's new
engine, would give Corvette bench racers
enough fo argue over until the 1874
Conestte debuted, bul thers wera many
ather areas where the 1973 Corvette broke
with previous practice. The maost obviaus
was its new 5 mph bumper. Actuslly, it
was tucked quite nicely out of sight
behind an altractive, resilient, body-
calared ursthens pad that' added another
22 inches of overall length to ihe Cor-
velte. The resulting resiviing was further
emphasized by simple side Iront fender
indents devoid of any arillework and &
naw frant logo consisting of a bright circke
surrounding the classic crossed flags end
"Chevrolet Mator Divislon—Goneelie” 181-
tering. Few wails of displeesure were
heardin response to the elimination of the
Corvette’s somewnat controversial die
cast aluminom, vacuum-apsrated wiper
door. The result was quickar wiper re-
sponse, Improved intesior ventilation and
thae removal of ebout tan pounds of
unneedsd weight,

After ignaoring the obvious for many
veers, Chevralel linally edmitted that the
Corvelle coupe’s removabile resrwindow
was a fussy litle feature both difficult 1o
install proparly and prone to leaking. THUS
the 1973 coupa had fixed reer glase. This
removied the nesd for the window's etor-
age tray behind the aeats which aliowsd
for another couple of inches: of storage
arsg,

The reault of all ihese chenges, refine-
menis and innovetions was a Corvette
delightful to drive, exciting to look al and
an onject of pride for its ownera. In other
words, jus! the way it hed baoen lor the past
twenty years, And come 1o think ofil, hat
was the best way to celebrate the Gor-
vette's twantieth birthday! s
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