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Sports casuals

If you're about to buy an E-type V12 vou should read this: we reckon the *73 Corvette Stingray coupe -

at up to five grand less than a good V12 °E’ fixed head - is a serious big-gun alternative. If vou can

stomach the image you might just be buying a better drive too, savs Martin Buckley

Clussic and Sportscer, January 1995



type versus Corvette is o clissic 60
big s car set-picce. It goes Like this:
Vette gets a grudging commendation
for its straight-line speed but Etype
trimphs - decisively - asa mare sophistcated
alrounder, E-type drives off with the laurels
Corverte skulks in the shadows, condenmed as
a fast but essentially crude colonial Airfix kit
never 4 serious contender iy way.
Fast-forward to the carly 708 - Serles TV 2
Etype versus Colke-Doule’ Stingray - and the
auteome of such a Face-off isn't so clear o, The
charmcter of the cars, and their place in the
scheme of things, is not so well defined.
The *71 Jaguar is [aster but uglicr while the
Corvette has lost some performance but looks
better tuem ever. The Jag is still the more sophis-

tcated drive = with a V12 under the bonoet 1t
could hasdiy be otherwise - baric'’s become ful
andd Lasy, The “Vette has gone the luxo-GT ronte
oo, yverwithour selling fts sports car soul duwi
e river in the process.

sa. could "70s Corvetie be a Deller car than
s Evpes At up o 5000 s, we reckon the
Corverte - if you can gel past the image - isa
credible Jaguar alternatve.

THE CARS

The Etype remains one of the alHime bargains
ofits day: no car hefore or since has offered the
exotic glanour ol 12 pots and near [50mph
pecformance ar snch an affordable price,

A rapidd et double-cream-smooth drive, high
on torgue and headtarning power, the Senes

Classic and Sportscar, lanuary 995
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T By is still 2 [or of car in e pedormance
per ]'_'l.;lug]_d STAKCS, CSpC li:i.ﬂ.l.l':q" if Yo gD for the
less fashinnable, but more privctical, fixed head,
But what of our challenger, the Corverte
1wwe and
maost of the performance of the Jag
engemders equally powerful marque Loyalty,
Here is a carwith a racing pedigree anda long,
proud lineage dating from the early "S0s. It's a
far more successiul car than the Jaguar in sales
rerms of course; in 19753 - one the car’s besr
sales vears - Chevroletr sold neary 20,000
Corvelles, Barely 15,000 E-types dribbled onr
iof the gares of Broswns Lane belween 1971 and
1975, The last few V12 L-ivpos wiors not easy
o sell, whereas the sarme Dasic Corvette shape
lived well into the "8BuUs.

TOFHY BAKER




Engine
Capacity

' Fuel system
Power bhp/rpm
Torque Ib fi/rpm
Bhp/ton

Transmission

Mph/1000rpm in top

Suspension, front
Suspension, rear

Stesring

Brakes

Max speed
O-50mph
Standing 1/4 mile

Mpg
Prod uction
Price new (1 %71, UK)

Faltyres and V12
hadge on hoot lid
zhow this is an 53

allay anc V12

5343
fewur Zeniths
272/5350
304,/3600
188
foursoesd marua
2
whanes, ‘orsion bars
leweer links, recivs
arms, twin colls
pach s de
ack, powerad
dizes all reund
142nph
A4 sees

4 2 secs
15
2215
£338%

Alloy V12 gives
the E turbine-like
performance

C assic and Sparscar, January %Yo

Its classic Mako Shark dream-car-derived
body has a singular brutal elegance. 1ts broad
snout and theatrically flared wing/bonnet
profile has a sense of design unity and integrity
denied the Jaguar, Perhaps only the plasticky
interior lets the Yetre down aesthetically, next
to the classically neat and Dusinesslike Jag
calin, so traditional inits furnishings

with its heavily sunken Eallawsay dials and
chep, [ussy detailing, the Corvette is a difficult
car o take serionsty from the inside. Ivs dghiler
on space. with no oulside access to the boot
compartment and no rear seats. The Jagoar by
contzast, has a foldaweay bench you G actually
e on short ll'il}!'i- and ausehul rear dooe

Ihe Stingray in this showdown is an L2
coupe, nof one of the T-ire 1monsters cased out
ol production earicr in the 705, With 250bhp
from its simple pushrod 5.7 litre V. il uses a
sublime three<peed automatic gearbox that
can shift gears more sweeth than any homan.

The srvle dates from 1968 (this 1973 car 15
the first with the
deformable nose and
radial tyres), the steel
laclcher chassis withits
transverse  leaf rear
SLISPCNSION frevm
1963, Despite  that
glassfibre hody, @t
manapes 1o weigh in
heavier than the 'E' al
35200b at the kerh,

You can buy it
today, from Tom
Tleomer ol Clurenont
Corvelte, for 8995, if
that sounds cheapy it's
worlthh remembering
that a pukka bigblock
convertible could still
bring &20 grand in
aood condirinn,

“The E-type was a
fundamentally more
expensive cuar’ Says
Tinn, who has cham-
pioned Vertes in the
TTE o 200 vears. “But
the Stingray shomld
have  lasted much
hotter because of the glasstibre.” Everything for
the car 1s still available and Tom docsa’t even
stock nor-specific engine parts, because they
are so frecly and cheaply available clsewhere.

Henry Pearman of Eagle Racing furnished us
with the primrose yellow EHvpe V1 2 two-plus
twu, Urough his usual stock in trade is the six
cylinder cars. Originally an American market
left-hooker, this 'E' belongs to a customet, and
he jsn't selling. You conild easily by something
similar for maybe £15,04000

The Dest thing about the V12 is its practi-
cality and the flexibility of the engine. It's got
hetrer legroom and access than the sixcs, and
more space for luggage” says Pearman. wh
much prefers the 81 and 52 cars as driving
machines, “Durcing the boom, the V12 was the
most valuable F-rvpe - something to do with
the mystique of 12 cvlinders and ‘last-of-the-
line' appcal - but I think ir's a completely
different car 1o the ‘six’. Drivers are buving k-
Lypes now because they want the car, natas an
imvestment. So sixes are worth a little more iof
arvthing” The V12 SH1 fixed-head is a surpris-
ingly rare car in oght-hand-drive form. Just 2115
were buile in o rwo-year production run - the



cunvertible went on until 1975

The Eoype presents no parts dificullies - the
supply of classic Jaguar parts is a big industry -
but with its vulnerable steel monoeooue il will
present more ot worrics Lhin the "vette,

s allov sohe per bank, in-piston combustion
chamber 5.3 V12 engine (only 651b heavier
thian the ironblock XK) is a silken, freeseving
gem. [ts only shortcoming is a certain sensitv-
ity 10 overheating. Match it to a fourspeed
imanual gearbox and you've got a massively Mlex-
ihle tworpnarwn coupe. Bul autos also sait the
character of the V12 well, reckons Peamman.

DRIVING

With more power and less weight, the Frype
has the cdge off the line. Crewny smooth with
2 fine, lineur throtle movement working four
strombergs, the Jag gallops undrumatically
away: you get lots of urge delivered with an
even, steady, unrelenting surge

The torque curve should tell you as much:
the V12 dowes its best
work between 1500
andl 5700rpm, though
it should rev clcanly
and willingly to over
FO00pm; SOC0cpm is
generally more than
cnongh to rockel Lthe
E past a linc of
dewdlers. its volee a
scdth, guadity D -
oddly nondcscript -
hecoming a harder,
more gutsy growl as
the revs  nudge
0000rpm. The heav-
itv-deadened  wuffle
frosm the four ilpipes
is distinctive, classy.

The clutch is heavy
and you need to be
decisive  with  the
slightly notchy, but
precise, gearchange o
gt a clean shift befone
the revs drop away.

The ralios seem
well spaced but, s0
nEssive is the engine's
tarque, first and top are all you need most the
time. And top seems too low: even avery low
speeds vou're [noking for a fifth, which micans
that motorway cruising, in what should be a
consummate top gear slogger, is fussier than il
needs ro be. Severnly mph equates to 3200rpm.

One dab of the Corvene's throtile to prime
the Rochester fomr-barrel and the V8 fires. It's
arull and rumbly with a loud, off-beat muscle-
car siar that grabs instant arrendon.

Despite the and-smog eyguipinent, which
wias beginning to take a grip by 1973, the
Corvette focls impressively strong and willing
on the rowd without delivering quite the author
itative muscle of the Eaype. It gems chimse
though. Thromle floored, the GM4K box
makes clean, inciaive shifts, cach gear snapping
cleanly inra the next as the reveounier winds
around to 3500rpm. It gallops up to 100mph
with disdainful casc, though the indhiction roar
as the hig four-barrel gulps cold air makes such
treatment an ear-bashing experience,

By holding the gears, eusy wilh the handy
central selector, vou can wind the smeoth
hydeaulic-lifter LB2 engine o 6500rpm,
Coming down the gears vou press the detent

has wider traci. Cornering positive and crisp

CORVETTE STINGRAY

Engine

Capatity

Fuel syslem
Power bhp/rpm
Torque Ib ft/rpm
Bhp/ton
Transmission

Mph/1000rpm n top

Suspension, front
Suspension, renr

Steering

Brakes

Max speed

0-

Standing 1 /a4 mile
Mpg

Production

Price new (1971 UK]

5.7-litre V8 lacks
upper erd muscle
of the Jaguar V12

Class ¢ and Sportscar, January 1695

pusarad ison V8
573 ee

Rechester fourbarral
250,/5200

285,/ L2000

15%

threa speed aute

22

w-hones, ccils
ransvese leal, lower
inks, radivs arms
racirculating ball,
poweed \
dises all round
124mpn

7.2 sans

15.5 secs

14

26 Al

Eo0

Cropped tail of |
Corvcte is neat

and pretty




ALFA MONTREAL: £4-10,000
134mph, D60 7.6 secs, | /mE
For: crrcte 70s looks, "uslﬂ:lﬁcnur-
cam V&, rerity

Agamnst: ormale "7 0s looks, engine
very expens ve b put richt,
dizanooin’ng hancling, rust

Sum-up: oddball “or the breve

Against: rof, tailraooy ha-dling
Sum-up: o wellsorled 25 isa
lioevalae gen

DE TOMASO LONGCHAMP:
£4-16,000

14%mpn, (60 7 secs, 1omog
Fors quick, resiva ned Ghio sivling
Againsk: lnck of cuelity

Sum=up: o pecigree, chum

ASTON DBS (6 cyl): £8-22,000
“ddman, 460 7] secs, 10 % mpg
For: handcrafted feel, muscucr coks,
manua! Vantace quick

FERRARI 400/400:: £10-22,000

THE II.I.'I'EHHATI"H'E *70S SUPERCOUPES

FIAT DINOG COUPE: £5-10,000
13Cmph, C-€0 8.7 =ecs, 20mpy

For: luvely Ferrar Vo, handles well,
smontt ocks, stil zkeop

Against: no ‘name’, Feavy
restorcdion and unn Mg costs
Surm~up no point kirdng a rouch ene

JAGUAR XJ-5 [pre HE): £2-4000
| 53mgph, C-60 6.7 secs, | /mpg iman)
For: -as, refned, fine V1 2 engine
Against: carly cors thirsty, hardly

1 23mph, 06073 secs, 1 2mpg

For: handscme, sirguler shyling, lots of
uge, simple fo sevice.

Against: fairy crude, ety rtprona
Sum=up: wwperior Ford Copri

LAMBORGHIMI ESPADA:
£9-25.000

" 50 mph, 080 7 8secs, 16mpg

For: coo looks, mognificen: fourcam
V12, o prooer ‘ourseate

Againsk pray the omg no says in ore
siece, shyling 2o to all feshes.
Surm-up till unigue amang supercars

Againsk: 'cc big; oules slow ard
Wantage Firsky
Sum-up: first step o0 the Aston ladder

BMW 3.0 C5i: C3-6000
13@rph, G407 5 sacs, 2 1mpg

For: luoks, ovely engire, so cheap

Against: of: of rcugh ones, with the locks

axpensive to own, ecrly auls irshy

Surmrup: cheapestV 1 2 Ferrori, eon JENSEM INTERCEPTOR:
be 0 nighimere £5-13.000
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156 ph, 060 8 secs, Smpc
Far: =leqart feursenter, musieal V12

feshionable
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button to shift manually but, up the box, the
fever mowes freely. The kickdown only works
below aboul OUmph, AL low speeds, the
Corverte is a very casy drive, the car simply
Totors around i Lop s _111Lll:.]1 s it can.

As with the B, motorsay
driving dares the Corverte.
The gearing is too low and
wind rustles around the
Inumeless door glasses, The T
ro0l Creaks o bt too,

Where the Corvetre seores
over the E-type is in ils more
| rewanding handling. It just feels
much more of a sporls oar,
Stffly sprung and with impres-
sive, virtually newmtral, steering
| balance, it feels confident and
secure through any kind of
smoothly surfaced. last, open
corner. With little roll and plenty
of tractivn, it trns in crisphy; grip
at the rear is almost impossible to break unless
you twist the wheel provocatively, ar simply
enter Corers oo st

All this is on dry, smooth roads of course. Cn

50

less ideal surtaces, the "Vettes ride gets stitt and
figely. You senac its limited wheel movement
and separate chassis wking held. The hrakes,
too, remind vou that this is a yank: aftera dozen
hard stops the pedal goes o jellv
Ihe E-type has a superk ride
for a 20vcar-old sports car, It
approaches the levels of silken
isolation achicved by the then-
contemparary X6, though sofi
springing means the car
battomes casilv at both cnds
[t feels the more sophisti-
cated drive. vet it hasn't the
cornering powers of the
Corvetle, 1L rolls more, initially
understeers more, breaks
v dy carlier at the back, and
has less responsive stecring,
[ts Hmits, in fact. are quite
low and it's fun o provoke and
then carch the tail, which can snap our quite
suddenly under power. A llick vl opposile gews
it straight again and by most standards the
penwer steering is gquick enough
It just lacks the feel that warns ol [romt-end

Classic and Sportscar. loraary 1995

Sum-up: a great car iFyou 29 lve

MERCEDES 450 5LC: £4-10,000
| 36 mph, 040 ¥ socs, 20mpg

For: -oomy, relickle, seaulifully made
Against: hewdly rewe, con seem dull
Sum=up: mokes sensa

E-type ceckpit is simple and classy

breakaway, the sort of precision, fanunhar w
owners of the carcicr 4.2 T-type, that allows vou
1o set up and place the car accurately. Driven
briskly, the Efeels Lke a sporty X] 1 2 with more
revac] noviae and less cormering pomer

1 g
VERDICI

The Etvpe doesn't add up 1o the sum of its
sophisticated parts, As a facelift of a classic,
decade-old sports car, it doesn't mare highly in
o1y estimation. It's too solt to be a proper spotts
car, too cldorly in its -:.n;:imr:rmg cssentials 1o
be a proper GT. If vou want a real driver’s E

type, it has to be a 'six’.

The Corvene is much ruer 1o irs original |
design ideals. [1's erude and unipheasant in iy
af its details, yer it feels like a sports car; fast,
taut and chuckable - so much better than vou
cxpoct. Lespire its rarty i1 the UK, it shoulc be
the more practical car to own and drive regu-
B io-rust bodhwonk, a chassis like a leep and
urter mechanical simpliciry. AT

| Thanks te: Ciereno-t Corvette 01634 338638)
and Eagle Racing (01825 B30Pa48] tor thair halp
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