uw da you turn g pleazant social
gathering of Corvette anthusiasis
intea name-calling, brawling mess?
Just sk the question, '"What was
the best Corvette made?'” At risk ol
offending everyona, Il humbly affar
my thoughts on this, the most con-
iroversial of all Corvette topics.

Be forawarnad thal | balieve Cor-
vettes, of all cars, were made [o be
driven hard and enjoyed; not hidden
away fram view or use,

It°5 laken me 20 yaars of awning
Corvattes and driving hundrads of
thouzands of milas in tham to zerc
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in onwhat's the ultimate driver,
Hera's what I've legrnad. Firstlel's
get tha easy cholces out of the way.

Converfibles. Some things in life
can't be explained; they have iobe
ielt. Like aconvenible, For me,
drivinga closed caris lika kissing
through Saran swap. My 71 CJK
coupa wasas waonderful as a car
could ba, but something was alwayz
missing: Take thetops off, takethe
rear window out — it still didn’t feal
right. It was like taking half a
shower.

Coupe (T-fop). Fyoudon't feeltha
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difference; definitely gowith the
coupe. It's muchisafer. During ten
yegrs of saaing the worst Corvatla
wrecks inConneciicut, theonly
iztalify [ recellwaz a personwho
waz thrown out of the car.

It's difficult to chivose betwaan tha
coupe and canvertible based solely
on siyling. Theyeach have such
strong paints. The coups lines are
great. The tiny opon the convar-
tibla is siriking, lika an the early
Auburn boat-tailed roadsters. And
ihe convertinle with the hard topin-
stalled iz conzidered by some o



have the cleanast lings.

Hard Tap: Hare's one lesson from
gxperence: If you don't plan on
ever using your hard tap, sell it!
When | bought my present car, thal
was the firsl thing | did. Later, when
| mentioned this o the previous
owner, he thought far a second, and
then said he wished he had done
thet the day he bought the car. He
maoved the hard tog from placa Lo
place, storad i, tripped over it, and
picked it up for 13 years.

Exterior Color: A few vaars 2go,
just fertranzpaortation, | bought &
red rogdster with black intarior &t
Corvettes at Carlizle because my
main drivar was waiting for the body
to be restored. In most respacts,
thiz was the poorest Corvelte | ever
awned, Tha paint loaksd lika it had
baan dana in a prizon training
program, the black shoe polish was
wearing off the intarior. Wrong
mator, rusty frame — nothing held
up under arms-lenglh inspeciion.
However, itwas shiny and it wasn't
missing any major piscas. | was
shocked by the attenticon this car
penargled. Tha worsl car, yal

peaplz loved it the mast, It was sl
gue to color combination. This al-
fect has been verifiad by many Cor-
vetie dealers. It seems that blues
and greaens are beautiful butin-
visiale, whilas are ho-nUum nice,
yellow turns & lof of people off and
brown can'l be sold.

Elack is the ultimats to my 2vea, but
ask the man who ownad cnal [Fyou
care about what vour car looks like,
bring a full time car washar
everywhers you go. We're not
tzlking aboul once-a-day polishing
hiera. Az you're wiping off the front
end, Ihe rear bagins 1o ook dusly
and dingy. And if you park in the
sum, 8 half hour is anough 10 draw
heat seeking mizsiles from miles
away. Experience proves red is the
best for Corveltes — it fires people
up.
p.fm'en'ﬂr.' It hes to ha leathar.
Again, it's one of thosa things that
can't be explained to those who fzil
to feel the reazon for it. Supple,
sensuaus leathar. Cloth is mora
comiortable sometimes, butzois a
govarnmeant job. Besides, with
leathar il is much gagier to clean up
the beer or the [allipops, whalever.

Color: Perganally, | love interiors
that have color. Red cars with red
interiors, green cars with green in-
lariars. It shows an exire degras of

e, -
Largor minmr willh i Hphi became avenabs
5 a0 GEiian in N2 ang axpereics prevas iris
D5 5 desralE faaham i a drier

lavishness and professicnalizm by &
car maker when they take the affort
fo match intariar calars 1o the body
colors, Thatis increazingly rera, a=-
pecially in foraign cars.

Howravar, Comvette [=athar in-
tariors only came in black and
brown during the years | prefar.
Black iz the clear cholce becauss
it"s tha mast skriking. And it looks
appropriate ina Corvetie roadster.
Dn the utilitarian side, (no small
consideration in a driver), black is
50 2asy to keep looking clean.
Futharmora, black iz beautiiul for
repairing damage and matzhing
components (avar nolice rad in-

ESCOARAT i pagseriiial eguwisment /1 2 red Cov-
vita. dfawnt high e Sur ot baking
pndshield frams or other mefel Auamniig s
power rard Gehined milesior Inim gisses i worlh
e efart.
encugh to put up with the nosa-
heavy handling Lhair bulk craates.
Thair thirst iz not dainty either. On
one cross-counley rip, my airl friend
was driving & 350 °72 roadslar
(&2 AT while | was driving a 2454
71 (also AC,AT) — seme condilion,
same speed, same options,
However, the big block consistently
drank a full B0% more at every
wataring hole.

Fue! requiramenls: Masl pra-71
Corveiies require a high octans
Q&g. This iz only & minar problam far
& waakand warrior, but it's constant
aggravation for & person wha drives

HISCOME 1 TED Ras e sehslanbial powar
rapassary B & sonvantive. (8 Siomg rseeD-
than ard séadion “scan'Tare weltone i 2
tawnng car It hes a feinl o poice and
reguires ol rinar g of the angins! maio
elr= T

teriors eveniually have & dozen dif-
ferent shades because the plastic
pisces ege differentlhy than He viryk
or leather?). Also, many
replecament Gi parls (such as
door panzis) come through in black,
saving the extratrouble, expense
and problems necessitated by pain-
fing tham o a difierant colar.

&ig Block va Small Block, The big
blocks in their higher horsepower
configurations ara cepable of put-
ting drivars into adranaline shock.
The lowrer horsepower varsions,
while having the low end sirength of
a grizzly bear, just aren’t exciting

T 0an ok Had speskars mouniad in cash
pac A matchad mair (such a5 SONY SIS
tragiers in e dagh andmid-rangs
EDaakers 0 dna Kink pamaels provde greai
stand with Ao viziba sitarshons, Ao0d ar A
And pod woalers in e caipered dger Daning
the saghs fartha naxd javs of puaio escaizio.

avar 25,000 miles a year all over the
plece. Jusl spend a couple of hours
running around rural New Jersay
with the needla sagging toward E,
an a sunday afternoan looking for
fusl thal won't put a fire cut, and
you'll fiully appraciste that this gama
gets old very fast,

Cpfions: Air conditioning is a
rust for a driver. It's amazing how
many pecale ask, why would you
want AC with a convertitle? Even
the seldom used Caorveties, and
those in caldsr alimates, gat taken
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Continued from page 371
aut for summer sffzirs such as wead-
dings. When your girl frisnd has
zpent three haurs working on her
hair, you had better plan on kee2ping
the top up and windows closed if
you know whal's good for you, And
anyone who wagsrs a suit soon
lzarns how litlle time it takes 1a gat
wilted on evan 70 degree daysin g
Carvette,

wWhen it comes 1o chocsing trans-
mission, faw people are on the line.
hy preferance runs iowards 1na
aulomatic, particularly the turbd
A0 which 15 one of the world's
greates: transmissions Automalics
ara fastar off the line, keap anging
revs lower, and give much beilar
ges mileage, from my axperience,
All my turbo 400 equipped cars

The YOionea Fin”" and nousieg o the chdor i@
wera s fo correerminiss in THFE mim-
proved Doay fex guring draing.

wiare fully oplioned and gave over
20 mpo, more on trips.,

Aftar yaars of looking all ever the
cauntry, | couldn't find the exact car
| wanted with an automatic, | did
locate one with & 4-spaed. And you
doget used toil. If you have to drive
in bumper-to-bumper traffic oitan,
ar if the clulch bas a high pedal
pressura, then a standard frans-
mission wouldn’t be accepiable for
a driver. O tha other hand, tha four
zpead is fun occasionally, and it
kesps a lot of people from asking if
they can barrow the car.

A fzw other options should be
discussed. Side pipas are axciting,
and they help gas mileags and
power, but aftar 3 hours on the
highway oocupants wouldn’t be
able totell ihe difference belween
Bach and the ‘Stones, even after
the bottle of Excadrin. While on tha
subject of musie, il it matters at all,
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scrap the Delca radio and speakers.
Don't suffer with that antiquated
performance for the sake of
originality. After all, who owns the
car— you or pastariiy?

Power brakes? Power steering?
FPower windows? Yes, yes,yes. Par-
ticularly if the car has disc brakes,
wide tires, and you like to talk to
people at stop lights.

Maow for the good part. Choosing
ltha proper year Corvaiis lakes ax-

st pwar for the chicme rsar bumpses, IFihere 'S @ SAnmme SUMDSH o0 e D2Ck Dt nara o0 r:'1|;~
frovtd, then you ko s 2 T3, Thiz glves the T2 an indwWaus! idsaniy 1hal most adher
Clonnedfos lack,

perience and inlellgence; trying to
convince sOMecne your choice is
the right choice probably shaws lack
of it, bul hara goes,

1953.62: The fun guotienton
these cars Iz as high as it gsls! My
first Corveita was a 18958_ Ah, the
chrome, the dash, the styling —
they could make evan an arrested
haart beat full throttle again, Sul
let’s face it, 85 Ray Ziza of Caonvette
Center in Connecticut says, they
drive like antiques, Big sisering
wheels, rough ride, ¢ld fashioned
handling, and no crealure somfarts
like air condilioning.

A mare somber consideration: af-
ter lasing frigndsz in crashes over tha
years, safely bacomes a dear sub-
ject. '53-'62 Corvelttes had & salid
slaaring column which want straight
from vour heart Lo Lha stearing box
which was located by the framas
front-most crassmamber. If this
steal shait didn’t harpoon you in a
frantal hit, the narrow frame located
intbioard of your leg wouldn't halp
muzh in 2 gide crash either. And sil-
ling o high upis & great fealing
when spariing down tha road, but in
a roll over you'd [ose more than your
hat. When | needed Clearasil, such
cansideralions seemed far-feichad,
but after living through & few closa

calls, I've come 1o value having a
fighting chance.

“63-'67: Thase bring back swaal
memaories of my '63 redired/rad Fl
roadster powering down the winding
roads nextto the Hudson River in
Mew York wine country in fall, When
| think of tha lighls bouncing and
refracting off the siver cones of tha
gauges ("63 only), it makes me sad
to think that these cars ars so pricay
that few gel drivan at night any

mare. Almost any one of these cars
would be my sacond chaice for the
ultimate driver. Mostzlgia asidea,
lat’s laak at the drawbacks:

Fuel: Mearly all require high-
oclana which is a serious drawback
for & true driver.

Safshe: U's much batter than pre-
'63, but collapsible columns didn'l
coma until '87, side guard door
baams until years later, and yau still
sittallin these cars. Remembar,
too, that you'll have to dowithout
creature comfarts such as Ll
winaels, which ara real pleasers
when trips last zavaral haurs.

Snefing: ove the look of the mid-
years but disregarding my personal
safety, | must acknowleldge that |
iruly see "68-73s as more baautifully
styled carz. YWhich brings us fo:

“68-1T2: This group has soma of
the most exciting cars ever created,
with a wasalth of power and luxury
options. One of my favorite cars was
a ‘B2 triple-black, all-optioned AC
roadster. Ask yoursell how many of
the world’s grand touring roadstars
had all the normzl aplions along
with fully ratractable headlights
windzhield wipers that hide away
completely, headlighl wazhers.,
cockpit mouniad fiber oplic lamp
monilering systems, speed warming



TE-'8B21 The frant and traatment
just kspt getting better; those cars
have & greal look to them, However,
they all are out of the running for
paopla who like soft tops.

Tha 1982 Caollector Edition de-
servas exira-special menticn for

T3 Over the years, this madel
has raally grown on many Corvelle
enthusiasis. For cna thing, it has an
identity, just like the Seville once
had. From fen blocks away, a cub
scout can gpot that a 'v3 has
chrome bumpars on just one end,

buzzers, etc. Answear: nong!
Conveties of these years have
some significant differanceas. ‘68
saw the first availability of tiltela
steering columns, an option that
s00n bacomas a must, While |
prafer the pure “Coka bollle™

styling oi the "88s and "G93, the
flared wheelwells of the '70-up cars
is aconsidargble improveament in
paint and splash protection.

‘T1-'T21 Both have the very
desirable quality of running on
ragular gaz. [ really like the fiber op-
tics s0the 'Y has a decided edos.
Soma paopla lean towards the ©72
because it was lhe lasl Corvelle
with chrome bumpers on both ends,
although the valus of being *'last”
azcapas me. One drawback o '70,
71, and "72 modal years is that theay
are clones; thay all laok the same,
Cnly those with a Ph.D. in Corvatta
identification can tell the differance
betwaan thaze vears.

The star of thiz calegory, in my
mind, is the 72 LT-1 AC roadstar.
Forthe pleasure and power of that
matar, lwould suffer its thirst and
the hassle of tracking down good
prarmium fuel stations avary faw
houre of driving. However, sinca
there weara only about 50 mada, tha
paint is moot. The likelinood of get-
ting one of thes=a for a driver iz about
the same as Dominas delivering
pizzas ina Ferrarl GTO. Yal ona
Corvette model exists that is very
claza la this LT-1, and, whean &ll
things are considerad, the trade off
of a littla horsapower for some
zizeable gains may ba more
than evan,

‘T3 wag the firsr year for the sarloarsd, Sooy-
colored IMPaCT DUTEETS, 1015 aiang wilh the
sy oo Einaiched o elmdm!s the wing-
shiald wiper docr and grefe of prewous
yrars] pradka (e frand snd 8008 sr moch
Lanpar.

the only year Corvalta which is so

egsily recognized {except for the
gplit window on the '83 coupe). Mot
only iz tha moldad, body-colorad
and claan, it appears much langar
than tha pravicusyears, and it givas
the car a chance i you have 10 park
cna and near a blue-haired driver.
The power train is & winner, foo. &
high performancs small block which
runs on ragular fuel is available with
AC far the first time. Rubber moun-
ted bodies (first yzar since '67) are a
strong plus, [oo,

The L-52 was the first migh -perfanmanca smal
pizek et ran an regular fus! san mowld DS o5-
thanad with e condiiamog. & makes a grael
Comairation o e amar,

With & *73, yau can have a beauli-
fully styled air conditioned roadstar
available and 2 high performance
small block motor that runs an
regular. Plus, it's & vary safe
driver, with itz massive perimeaier
frame, collapsible steering column,
sideguard door baams, and low seat
placemant, It has & rubber mauniad
body and it has the most important
luxury options o turn the long miles
inte pleasurable touring. Maks mine
g red with black leathar, oplioned
T3 AC L-82 raadster — tha basl
Carvetle for 2 driver.

Butwhat about the later cars?

*T4: Last chanca lor a big block,
lasl chanca for reguler fuel, Lo, but
that ''potato shaped™ rear end just
doszn't work for me.

*T5: Rounded rear end again,
and the unappelizing smells af the
new catalylic convarter assault your
senses al evary slop.

great taste, Try to namea any other
carin the world that has four
beautifully balznced shadas of
laather in itz interior, tong-on-fone-
on-tone-on-tana. The discerning 2ye
can gaa proof in this car that
Zeneral Motors was Ltha lirst motor
car eompany to creats a styling
studio, just @s they ware the first o
esteblish a studio devatad to
developing exciling and har-
monlous colors for automobilas.

‘8487 Simply the best han-
dling, best anginaared production
car ever availablz to this planet's
inhakitanis. Tha styling is powsriul
and smoath, but it’s a tad wrnder-
stated for my 1asta. Also, | like & car
that appreciates in valug even
though such older cars do reguirne
sgerificas in othar areas. However,
this new Corvetle is 50 avear-
whalmingly good that | would trada
for one in & second if my driving
shifted towards mare highway or
high-spesd cruising.

Are these cars r2ally thal good?
Last year, 3 business acquaintance
of mine raplaced his '84 Corvatla
with a new Ferrar. He found oui that
the Corvalla claarly handled betier
and was faster. Also the Convelie’s
interior i state-of-the-art, ssis ihe
fest af the car; the intericor of the
Ferrari locks like what you would
fird in & kit car.

| just heard tha sama sentiments
framy Bill Bartenstein of Hawsil, far-
mer ownar of Spacialized Invesi-
mentz of Hawsil. Bill has had turbo
Parschas, Farrari's — just about
avary high ticket ride. Hawswvar,
whin he sells his wife's Lam-
borghini Countach, he'll be back to
an all Corvelle family again, except
for a Corpiche gonvertible for mass
transit, Why? Because tha Cor-
vettes are the best cars available.
Anywhare. Al any prica.

So thare you have it. One ex-
perencad, though apinionated,
Caorvetie enthusigst’s judgment of
the ultimate driver: A 73 L-82 full
optioned AG roadstar, red with
black leather, Maxt, | think I'll do
somathing easiar and less con-
froversial, such as irying o deter-
mine what the perfect woman is. Il

JULYIAUGLIET 49






	cfride1.jpg
	cfride2.jpg
	cfride3.jpg
	cfride4.jpg
	chevy1.jpg

