THE 73
CORVETTE

= Winila guys lika Chuck Millsr are con-
coentrating an the Corvatte’s rear 2nd,
Chawy has been working 1507 away o
itz 1873 Corvetta. Thasa picturss of ha
nand-formed pre-production prototyps
nezring complation al ihe Carvells as-
gembly and delad enginessing facifity in
&St Louis show thet the 19732 Corvatls
will be wary litfle changed from the A-pil-
lar back. But up front {hare will b & new
Flymouth Superbird-iype nose piece
concealing the Govarnmenl-raglited S-
mph bumper hardware, plus a naw cold
&ir induction hood.

Daspite its Ponliac Endura-like ap-
paarancs, the naw grills shroud is mads
af a very flevbie plastic, behind which
atands = strong stesl bumpss bar [Som-
plete with its own strip of rubbar protsc-
tive maolding). Bshind thal lurks a mias-
sive {approximately 4-inch} tubulzre
crossmember which glzo does double
cduly as a vacuum ressmve tznk for the
concealad headlight apparatus. As an
ancilary bensfit. the new vacuum resar-
weir bacation eliminates much of the pre-
vious Vatta underhood cluller, making
the engine mors accessible. Datsil mods-
ficationa to the front end include & iull-
widih grille with vertical membars anlby,
and new, semi-concealad parking lighls.

The new hood is reminiscent af the
454 Chevelle/Camaro cowl induction
feoods of bwo years ago, and iz the same
far gll Wattas ragerdless of the power
plant undermaalh, Operation of the cold
air induction systam iz via an elaclrically
aciuated valva mechanizm =nd the com-
plicatad trap daar for hiding the wind-
shield wipars ks be=n eliminated.

Tha Corvells engma line-up 108 1973
remalns the sama (350 cu.in. or 454
cuin. W-2s), with the big block engine
sporling & new sxhaust gas racirculation
systarm o meet antkpolluficn standards.
Ther= i3 also a possibility thal sleal-ball-
ed radial-ply tires will be offered as atan-
dard equipment on the 'T3 varsians.
Crearall the '73 Cosvelte lacks cleansar
ard more purpessful thanks to its front
end re-shyling, but sl a disappoinbmenl
o those who expected an all-naw body
or, batter vel, an allb-new mid-enging de-
sign far this year.
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