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of plastic technology and efficient cost control, we
bring you our evaluation of the '73 two-seat

BY NORM MAYERSOHMN B To many
pecplz tha Corvaetle has always been
ihe most desirable car built in this
couniry, a vehicle that provides every-
thing they want in periormanse and
slatus. For some, a craving for the car
i3 anatural part of the American Dream,
reqardiess af their feelings toward
Cheyroleis. The Corvelle has become
a lenend in ita own time becauss it is
= =treai car with an amazing amount
of character and 2 fair amaunl of agility,
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Camaro . . . er, Corvetie

nat because of any romantic racing
higlary or fransallanlic ofigin, 05 Sim-
ply a fast way io get from A to B with
a maximurm af comiort.

The Mako Shark sivling thems is now
I ifs sixth year of production, 2 ong
time by snybody's standerds sxcept
Violkswagen's, Far T3, the side scoopn
b=hind the front wheel is rastyled, bus
ezz=nilally the car (2 the same as it was
in 1968. The Trant EBimper is naw Eha

same color as the rest of the car, buk

it isn’l exacily the Endura ariginal that
would make so much senss an o car
with an extracrdinarily long nosa, It ks
a flexihle plastic cover aver a metsl
bumpsretis and the 5 mph impacl lesls
hawve besn mel with  breskaway
“nonrecoverable” brackats. Itis one of
many lhings on the car thal seems 10
be & beg-off, an app=sl o bear this
body slyle one more year until Zora 2nd
the bows get around fo Springing the
mid-2ngins Magical Mystery car on us
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(Gontinued)

ABOVE—HKaystane Rogues and Firestone FEd's
replace the stack siottad wheels and radials,

TOF—Tha L5+ and L-82 mafors Gath 1§l ihe Yete

engine carmgartment fully, but are easy to serviee
considering the amaunt ¢ optlenal equipment.

72 CAR CAAFT [0 APHIL 1573

Tl fhen we sre dogmed 1o 2 bland
copxislencs with 8 species neaing ex-
tinciian,

The signs of an alfophisd econcmy
are all ower the car: simple Impaka siyle
niddan wipers replace the slectrically
raized door of othar posi-1988 Vettas,
the liber optic talllight indicators have
hesn gone for a couple of years and
the car comes with but one ungra-
clously styled oulside rear wiew mirror
thai iz ol even remcte contralled. And
there is no excuse for a car of the
Corvelle's price nat having reclining
s=at backs.

We tesi drove two Corvettes, a 360¢i.
L-G2 model, 2nd en LS:4, 25401 version.
The big-block was not allowed in Cali-
fornia last year due to emissian certifi-
cation problems, but everything i% in
order again. There is not & marked
difference in the periormance ol the
two differanlly powerad Vattas, though
e extra torque of the ral can be well
sppreciatedin around own driving. On
the long straightaway reserved for
maniacal op speed blasts, i's & stand-
off, the bBig-black car running oul of
breath &nd room efore it can tully wing
out, In short, the d454-powsred car
affera no great advaniage in overall
performance, especially when the exira
gas consumplion is computed into the
picture. A spin through the OCIR
guarter mile {bkath on the same day)

gawve s a best of 14,2690 for the L-82,
and the LS-4 was slightly ahesd st
14. 76,83
The 484-powersd thumpsr has sev-
eral advantages over the small-block
car In other departments, though, 1L
comes with desp groove pulleys 1or the
fan belts and a- considerably heavier
duty suspension. The small-block car
exhibited axcessive hody roll and gave
a distine! l2aling of =ids o side (lateral)
weight transfer when & change of di-
reclion was made. This can get youin
plenty of frouble in & very gquick lane
change situalion or on & road with
consecutive swilchback turns. The 454
was samewhat more poised due 1o ts
higher rate sway bars. [tis sad thal The
hangling of the car should be 8 com-
promise, But serious ownars may want
to consider some of the pieces from
tha aplicnal ofi-rosd F-41 suspengion
package to kaep he tires firmly planted
o fhe tarmas 2t all four comers.
What—no mention of horsepower?
Funny you should ask. The engine
ideniitication plates mounted on 1he
shifter consoles listed only the dis-
placement, compressicn ralio and
torque retings of e mills. Jbviously,
Chewralet waould rather nol discuss
harsspower, Decause i1 15 not aven
menticnad inthe owner's manual. Wa'll
l=t you in on the sscret—the L3-4 s
[corsinues o prage I GE ]



VETTE TEST

foantinusd from sups 72)

good for 275 hp at four grend, and 2
believebla 395 fi/1b of larque. The L-82,
meanwhile, pumps out 280 1700 of
iorgqueal a lesser 2435 hp rating, handca
the similar pericrmancs. The cars wers
holh equipped with Turbo Hydro Trans-
missions, accaunling fortha consistont

e - —l--‘

The Vette gut remzinsunchanged from "58 madels, comfedable bul 2 mife sparge,

pesfarmances snd much of ke pleas-
ure of driving fhe cas. Sometimes you
just get fired of pushing cluich pedals
ey few lest in freeway reffic. & spin-
att trom the emissions reculations
allaws the torgque convertor to be = bit
on the loose side lo ease passing the
=mog test, and the higher stall makes
up for some of the normel low emnd
sluggeishiness of the smag motors.

The 73 Vete rides remarkakbaly better
than any of il% predecessors, 2 trait no
doublt traceabls fotha radial tires that
are now standard eguipment. But tha
elegance hasnot been withoutils price.
The car handles adeguately, but thera
i% ne lenger tha feeling that you could
turn lhe tires right off the rim balfore
the cer would wawer irom s track. On
Lhe highway, hawevar, it would ke hard
to find any car that could compele wilh
the Convelte in farms of comlart or ease
of conlrnl &t 70 or 80 mph. Freesay
cruising is where the car leels most at
hame, and despite the shookingly o
20 pei recarmmended tirg prassurg, The
car exudes tnfal confidencs on wida,
ganatant radius wrns, Bul 1he anly tims
the worry of a Litle unexpacied ower-
steer left us was when the E-inch-wids
Keysions Rogues and Firestone FEO-
15's were installed. The Improveament
[ the cer's sppearance shaould be st
avident Irom tne pictures thal accom-
pany this fosl

Given enough fime, the engineera in
Diatroit will solve all of theproblems fhal
could come up in an American car, 2nd
the Watte ===t belts are an excellent
gxample af such an advence. Finally,
somebody has devised a seat belt sys-
tern lhatis too uncomfortzble fo buckle
behind youw, s lhe driver is farced to
wear the belt to appeasse the raucaus
WElr "i”E BLZZer. (continoed oo sage 35 2




VETTE TE3T

[cantined from page 106 )

The Corvetta's four-wheel disc
brzkes are the single best fealure of
the car. There iz absalulely no way 10
miake {hem fade, and they are slways
cspable of siopping you even faster
than you want 1o he sloppad. Wsa =re
wvan willing to overlook their omnipres-
ent squeaks and squesls in refurn far
thelr axcellencs,

When AR CRAFT tested the 7O
454 r425hp Velle, it was billed a3 the
“last of the fast Corvattes.” Nobody
krewe Bicse Irue fhat was =t the time.
Faor seven thow yau Sars Sl end wp eith
a carthat the punk down the sirest with
hiz jecked-up "S55 Chevy can culiun in
the straightaway. But Corvettes =re
muzh e Lhan straighi-line perfarm-
ers, &nd ths pollution comtrol efiects
just make you sppreciate the other
traits that mush more

The Thundaroird neme tag has besn
theown arpund a3 4 description of what
g sports car can degensrats to, but {he
Carvelle is nat guite that far down the
road. Duiside factors, including insur-
ancs costs and emission laws, have
changed ihe image of the Carvette from
that of 2 hell-raizing fot rod 1o a refined
&nd chvil plecs of fransporiation in &
shart time. Unforlunately, {he levels of

quality control and finish have notrisen
Lo balarnce thal lass, and whal we are
left with is simply = Corvetts—orcer it
with wehal you can gel: faka il or legve
it A5 luxury cruiser, the sterec radio,
zir conditioning 2nd power SCCEss0Nes
add up o & very templing and dealrabls
packade. And iUs st gof 1he heart of

Z lion—a Chevrolat drivetrain so de- |

pendable and widespread that it's &l-

mesl as if crealsd by 4 higher power, |

destined to live on afier 2ll others have
been redesigned, re-enginesred and
racast 5o many imesz that no one cares
o ramembar.

It the Corvelle mysilque hes sver
infecied vou, there will prabably come
a time im your life when you can no
longer do without your own copy of
Smerica's only sporls car. Tha car will
always give vou the strangest s=nsation
of going jusl exzctly whers you paint
it, as if your hends and the front whesals
are connectad by an inflexible link, like

-+ the way = go-kart steers. The dream

or recurring fentasy hes not changed,
and just {he waoard “Gorvette™ implies
mzgic thet can not be disemboweled
from fhe car Bul the price 1o pay for
the fulfillment of thoss dreams is be-
coming prohibiively kigh and he value
al your lantasies is getting increasingly
Quasticnable. Still, thera’s only onaway
to tell tor sure, and nabody bul vou
rnowes how hard (e Gorvells fever has
infectad vour lifa styla. -}
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